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Push For Urban Ag in Boston     2010 
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Pilot farms    2011 

 

City disposed these two parcels through a public disposition process  

 

• 23-29 Tucker Street (18,000 sf) – ReVision Urban Farm 

 

• 131 Glenway Street (11,500 sf) – City Growers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Resulted in local zoning amendments which led to Article 89 

 

 

Source: BRA Zoning Viewer 



Article 89 Launch 

 2012  

54 pages 

2 pages 



Kickoff & Visioning Meeting - January 2012 

 

Planning for Urban Agriculture 

Will Allen, 

Growing 

Power  

Milwaukee 



How Was It Developed?   
Mayor’s Urban Agriculture Working Group 

11 neighborhood meetings w/ fresh produce!  

18 Working Group meetings  

Multiple Conversations with Experts,  
Practitioners and/or other Stakeholders 
to  educate the City on topics like soil safety, hens, bees, composting, etc 



What Does Article 89 Include?   

Beekeeping 

Ground Level Farming Backyard Hens 

Roof Level Farming 

Farmer’s Markets 

Hydroponics & Aquaponics Soil Safety Aquaculture 

Composting 



What constitutes "Urban Agriculture"?   

Backyard Hens 

“DEFINED:  

 

Urban Agriculture,” means the use of a Lot for the cultivation of food and/or 

horticultural crops, Composting, Aquaponics, Aquaculture and/or Hydroponics. 

Such use may include the Accessory Keeping of Animals or Bees where 

Allowed by Underlying Zoning.  

 

 

Assumes there will be transactional exchanges 



What Does Article 89 N0T Include? 

Community Gardens 

Backyard Gardening 

 

•Programming (training, education)  
•Land acquisition 
•Pesticide / fertilizer use 
•Types of seeds or crops 



Zoning and Making Good Neighbors 

 

 



Types of Urban Farms 

 

Rooftop Greenhouse 

Ground Level Urban Farm 

Roof Level Open Air Urban Farm 



Comprehensive Farm Review (“CFR”) 
Showcase Study 1 

Garrison-Trotter Farm (12,700 sf) 

225-227 Harold St, Roxbury 

 

Partnerships: Trust for Public Land, City of Boston, City Growers, Urban Farming Institute, & Dudley Neighbors Inc 



Urban Farms Make Good Neighbors 
Showcase Study 2 

 

Oasis on Ballou (20,000 sf) 

100 Ballou Avenue, Dorchester 

 

Partnerships: Friends of Ballou, BU (Sustainability Lab), Health Resources In Action, Urban Farming Institute,  

                      BC, Codman Square Health Center 



• Intended to support on 
site farming only 

 
• Allowed by right on farms 

 
• Cannot occupy more than 

7 ½ percent of farm or roof 
 
• Roof: Must be contained 

within an enclosed bin  
 

 
 

 

Composting 



Mainstream 

Practice:   

 
Raised Bed 

Method 

Soil Safety 



Vacant lot Site 

Not included in the 
current RFP.   

BPHC Commercial Urban Farming 
Soil Safety Compliance Certificate Program 

Construct raised beds 

Install geotextile barrier  

Site 

Add imported soil  

Clear weeds and debris Sit 



Farmer’s Markets / Farm Stands 

Farmers markets allowed where 

 retail is currently allowed 

Farm stands allowed on all  

urban farms and where  

retail is currently allowed 
 



 

 

 

Keeping of 

Animals  

(Hens and Bees) 

 

 



Article 89:  Aquaculture, 

Aquaponics & Hydroponics 
 

Most restrictive = Includes fish and is a primary use  

Least restrictive = No fish and is not a primary use 

 

 

 

Intensive hydroponic growing  Aquaponics closed loop system 

Hydroponics – Corner Stalk, East Boston Aquaculture – Australis (Turner Falls, MA)  



 

Mayor’s Office of Food Initiatives 
 

1. Assistance with Permits and Regulations 

 

2. Farmer Support and Legal Help 

• Funding 

• Land Acquisition 

• Training & business planning 

• Technical support 

 

3. Community Projects & Initiatives 

• Urban Farms (Harrison-Trotter Farm, Corner 

Stalk Farm, Higher Ground Farms, etc…) 

• Residential Compost Pilot 

• School Gardens 

• Community Gardens 

• Urban Orchards 

• Public Access Fishing 
 



Extra Help  
 

1. Fatham Information Design App Creation for Urban Ag  

-  http://urb.ag/ 

 

2. Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic 

- Permitting Guides “Permits and Approvals Needed to 

Start Your Farm” 

 

3. Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) – Critical and 

constructive eye to draft zoning language 
 


